Kau Yan School
2018-2019
Principal’s Message (4)
10 May 2019
Dear all parents,

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful
unto him, and bless his name. Psalm 100:4

The first quarter of 2019 has been filled up with joy and gratitude. Our Annual
Concert went very smoothly last Friday. May we glorify our Lord with our students’
singing, music and performances. Special thanks have been given to the conductors,
instructors, parent volunteers, colleagues and all participants. It was a special occasion
for us to witness the balanced development and talents of our students. We look forward
to more opportunities of a similar kind next year. However, please accept our sincere
apologies for any clash of venue and programme arrangements. We are in fact actively
looking for a better venue, a greater variety of performances and the engagement of
more year groups in the next academic year.

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your hearts.”  Colossians 3:16
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Grit, a growth mindset, is an indispensable attribute of future leaders. All the
students from P1 to P6 and teachers were inspired a few days ago by the sharing of a
life warrior, Gary, who refused to give up his passion for life after losing his eyesight.
Instead, he motivates others after completing the North and South Pole marathons. The



sharing was further enriched by our students, Nicole, Awana,
Howard and Edric, as well as Ms. Kwok and Ken Sir who told us
how they overcame some critical moments of adversity in the past.
This echoes the record making experiences of two groups of
students. Firstly, 20 P.4-6 students and 23 parents crossed the
finish line of the 100km Oxfam Trailwalker on 1% May. The sweat
and tears spent on 38 hours (over 7 days) enthused our students
with persistence and resilience. Secondly, our Team Joshua (30 : :
P.4-6 students) has created a new record ‘Hong Kong All - Terrain - Kv P X
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Explorers: Hong Kong 4 Poles’, recognized by the China Hong Kong Mountaineering
and Climbing Union. Both groups not only accepted the challenge with courage, but
also actively participated in the whole course with real commitment. The conversion
to Grit has been reflected in their positive attitude towards their studies and personal
growth. Team Joshua also had exchanges with a number of outliers, including a banker,
a senior government official, a medical doctor, a lawyer and a CEO in monthly lunch
meetings. We are now recruiting the participants of these two programmes for the next
academic year.
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Grit has also been manifested in our Enrichment Week Showcase on 29-30 March
(Friday and Saturday). All students demonstrated and presented their learning of a
thematic module in a great variety of creative ways. ‘Playing with colours’ helped our
P.1 students acquire an aesthetic value of nature. ‘Joyful peers’ at P.2 fostered
communication and collaboration skills & helped develop friendships. ‘The missed
heritage’ facilitated our P.3 students to understand our tangible and intangible cultural
heritage. ‘Hong Kong Explorers’ allowed our P.4 students to be challenged by different
ecological conservation issues with hands-on experiences. It was further encapsulated
by the forum, which stimulated the participants to reflect on the balance between



ecology and the economy. The experiences and charity sales initiated by our P.5
students, in the theme of ‘Pay it forward’, developed compassion amongst our students
through action. The multiple intelligences and deep learning were best illustrated by the
booths and forum of P.6 ‘Global citizens’. All the fruits of learning could not be borne
in the absence of the joint-collaborative effort and support of teachers, parents and
external collaborators.

The accomplishments of various ELA teams and individuals have allowed us to
witness the fruits of Grit. For instance, Cheung Yiu Gi Janice (4 Hope) and Liu Hoi Lam
Ariel (5 Love) achieved 2" Runner-up in the 60m and 100m respectively, in the Girls (B
Grade) in the 21%" All Hong Kong Inter-Area Primary Schools Athletics Competition.
Meanwhile, our Soccer Team took the 3™ Runner-up place in the 2018-2019 Jockey Club
Futsal Cup (School Division). In the Inter-School Mini Squash Competition 2018/2019,
our school won 9 individual awards and 2 team medals. The team medals include 1
Runner-up (Girls Grade C) and 2™ Runner-up (Boys Grade B). In the Hong Kong Island
West Area Inter-Primary Schools Basketball Competition, “Hip Hip Hooray” to our
Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Teams for the boys achieving 1% place and the girls achieving
a 2" Runner-up place in the Championship. The Boys’ Team extended their
achievements by gaining a 2™ Runner-up place in the School Sports Programme 2019
Easy Sport Competition — 3 on 3 Basketball Competition. Furthermore, our Girls’
Volley Team were 2" Runner-ups in the Hong Kong Island West Area Inter-Primary
Schools Volleyball Competition. Besides the accomplishments in the kinesthetic area,
our students have had outstanding performances in speech, science and coding and their
creativity, intelligence and skills have certainly been enhanced this year. Firstly, in the
70™ Speech Festival, our P.2-6 students obtained 2 x 1% places in the Championships, 7
x 1% Runner-ups and 9 x 2" Runner-ups. Secondly, our Robotics Team won 1% place in
the Championship in the Race to the Line Micro:bit (Model Racing Car Design
Competition) - Hong Kong 2018/19. Third, Li Chin Wang Raiden (5 Faith) and Hui
Shing Lok Aiden (5 Hope) took the winning spot in the Hong Kong Federation of Youth
Groups 2018/19 Creative Coder Competition. These students’ tremendous efforts of
hours of practice and training have been greatly appreciated.

All the programmes mentioned above could not be organised so successfully
without the support of our parents. In order to enhance the communication with parents,
who are our valuable partners, apart from a Monthly Parent Breakfast, Parent Forums
were conducted in January (Re-model Gifted Education) and March (Re-think
Assessment), while the one on ‘Reflect on e-learning’ will be held next Friday evening.
Parents’ voices have been listened to and we have followed up with in-house
discussions. I would like to reassure parents that we will not change the assessment
arrangement for current P.1-6 students. Continuous communication with parents and
teachers’ professional development will be continued in the coming academic years.

Having provided joyful, challenging and rewarding learning experiences for our
students, KYS is a healthy, well-drained and fertile field for the children’s ‘whole
person development in God’. They are our treasured plants. Their peers are the fresh
air, as they enjoy learning together for both intellectual and social development. Parents
are the essential water and nutrients, who provide endless support and unconditional
love for them. They are inspired by caring and passionate teachers who act as the
sunlight. All of our students will become confident, proactive, reflective and open-
minded global citizens. Let’s hold hands together for the journey ahead.



I am glad that our students
are able to show their
gratitude to parents through
touching words in a recent
P2 creative writing task.
Wish you all a joyful
Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day with your beloved ones
with tonnes of blessing from
our Lord.

Parents

in our

students’

eyes

Dr. P
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